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The year is 1933. Organized
crime rules Chicago. Congress is
about to repeal Prohibition by send-
ing the 2lst Amendment to the
states. Suddenly, the nation’s top al-
cohol policy official makes an ap-
pearance. He urges America not to
repeal Prohibition, because orga-
nized crime makes money from

ey

Marijuana should be handled in
exactly the same way. A senior fed-
eral official such as Walters
shouldn’t be meddling in a state ini-
tiative any more than Mayor Lionel
Rivera should be negotiating with
China. If you're a “states rights”
conservative, vote for Amendment
44,
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peal of marijuana prohibition. Has
he no sense of history? Or does he just think
we don't?

John Walters, the director of National
Drug Control Policy, came to town to speak
against Amendment 44. This amendment is
Colorado’s very modest, reasonable and ap-
propriate attempt to start thinking outside
the box of our horribly broken drug policy. It
would legalize adult possession of an ounce
of marijuana or less. Every Colorado voter
should support it.

Maybe you vote based on principles. For
you, figuring out what'’s right and wrong is
most important; policy is secondary. In that
case, you should support Amendment 44.
It's not right to tell your neighbors what
they can and can’t do in the privacy of their
home. End of story.

Maybe you're a voter who thinks about
the Constitution. Virtually every tough
Fourth Amendment court case is about
drugs. Strengthening prohibition weakens
the Fourth Amendment, but strengthening
the Fourth Amendment makes prohibition
harder. If you think the Fourth Amendment
means what it says, support Amendment 44.
(And if you don't know what the Fourth
Amendment says, stop reading me and go
read James Madison. Right now!)

Maybe you consider yourself a conserva-
tive. Does marijuana regulation really be-
long in Washington? The idea of federalism,
leaving important issues to the states, is a
vital part of America. This used to be a bed-
rock idea among conservatives. The presi-
dent has publicly claimed respect for it.

Back in 1933, Prohibition was repealed
not through legalizing alcohol, but letting
states set their own policy. Different states
tried different laws. Some counties have riv-
ers of booze, others are completely dry.
Good thing too. That’s how it should be in a
country with 50 “laboratories for democra-

ology is exactly what the present
drug war is all about. Pragmatic drug policy
is better, because it isn't interested in send-
ing a message or in turning someone’s theol-
ogy into law. Its goal is simple harm reduc-
tion. Pragmatic Democrats should vote for
Amendment 44.

But I've saved the most important group
for last. You're the toughest sell of all. You
might support a small experiment in pro-
gressive drug policy. You're just too embar-
rassed to talk about it.

You've got a good job, you go to PTA
meetings, you're a Scout troop leader, you
serve in the military, you're active in your
local religious organization, you're a devoted
spouse and parent, you do a good job at rais-
ing a family and you're a productive mem-
ber of society. Well, darn it, so am 1. Five out
of eight, anyway.

People like us just don't talk about legaliz-
ing pot. Even though we live a drug-free life,
we worry we'll sound like a bunch of dead-
beats and stoners. So if people ask us about
Amendment 44, what we truly feel doesn’t
matter. Most of us will “just say no.”

Fight it. Don't give in to social pressure.
Conservative commentator William Buckley,
former Secretary of State George Schultz,
and former New Mexico Governor Gary
Johnson have all “come out” against the war
on drugs. You can too.

You can be a productive, worthwhile citi-
zen and still not support busting your neigh-
bors for an ounce of pot. You might just be a
thoughtful, freedom-loving American who's
willing to support their right to do things
you don't approve of.

That’s what opponents of Amendment 44
will never understand. Until they do, they're
smokin’ dope.

Fagin, of Colorado Springs, is a senior fellow
at the Independence Institute. His column appears
on alternate Thursdays. Readers may e-mail him
at barry@faginfamily.net.
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